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The first snowfall of this winter season has 
already blanketed Placitas. The Holiday Sale has 
once again come and gone. Christmas decorations 
and gifts have long since resurfaced on the 
shopping aisles. Evergreen trees and greenery to 
decorate our homes and churches have begun to 
reappear. 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Tis yet again the season of Advent. Come, Come 
Emmanuel. Familiar tunes in minor keys reemerge. 
Our heads and hearts begin to long for the carols of 
Christmas. Week by week the lights of the liturgy 
increase even while the days shorten. Our children 
are preparing their voices for “Around the World, 
It’s Christmas.” The poets finalize their lines for the 
Winter Solstice reading. The choir readies their 
many songs for the season. 
 
‘Tis the season to be jolly... for some. Still for 
others, the deep cold of winter is a poignant 
reminder of the reality of death. Merry making does 
not come easy for those who grieve. Lost loved 
ones are deeply missed, even more it seems during 
the holidays. Let us remember and walk with those 
for whom this season brings sadness. 
 
‘Tis still the season to gather with family and friends 
as we give thanks and share the gifts of this year. 
Traditional foods will be prepared - from turkey to 
tamales. Don’t forget the posole. The children’s 
anticipation of the arrival of Christmas is 
contagious. We light luminarias to illumine the way. 
 
For ‘tis the season that the Christ child comes. The 
Prince of Peace breaks into our world to disrupt our 
warring ways. Christ the Savior is born... so that we 
too might be reborn in this season. “Glory to the 
newborn King,” we sing. Good Christian friends, 
rejoice with heart and soul and voice. O come, all 
ye faithful. O come, let us adore him, Christ, the 
Lord! 

Dona nobis pacem, Drew 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
DECEMBER Texts and Topics 
 
December 1 - First Sunday of Advent ― "In Days 
to Come"  Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44 
 
December 8 - Second Sunday of Advent ― "The 
Spirit of the Lord"  Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 
 
December 15 - Third Sunday of Advent ― 
Children’s Cantata  Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-1 
 
December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent ― 
Service of Lessons & Carols   Isaiah 7:10-16; 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
December 22 - Christmas Eve ― Candlelight 
Service with Communion @ 7 p.m.   Isaiah 9:2-7; 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
December 29 - First Sunday after Christmas ― 
Christmas Hymn Celebration (Combined, Single 
Service @ 9:30 a.m.)  Isaiah 63:7-9; Matthew 2:13-
23 

 
 
 

TIME AND TALENT REMINDER 
If you haven’t filled out your 2014 Time and Talent 
form yet, there is a stack of forms on the table 
outside the Sanctuary. We strongly encourage you 
to do so because an Engaged member of LPPC is 
a Happy member! Thank.  

 ~Wendy I 

 
 

 
B.  Bowen 

 

 

  



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Holy Smokes! 
Yep, it’s true; we’ve been blessed  
with two new members!  Session met  
in the Upper Room after the late service on 
Sunday, November 10 for the purpose of sharing 
witness, personal experience, and membership 
opportunity with congregants interested in joining 
our church. We were joined by church friends, now 
our newest members, Karen M and Colleen R.  
 
Karen has been attending LPPC “off and on” over 
the past four years. Baptized and raised in the 
Catholic faith, Karen explained that she and her 
fifth grade son, Zach feel very welcome here at 
LPPC. Further, son Zach has a friend from school 
in Corrales, Jackson who attends Sunday school 
here at Las Placitas Church. Karen and Zach have 
been contemplating joining into membership for 
several months now and “today it feels right.”   
 
Colleen had been a Methodist in her college years, 
but more recently, she began attending 
Presbyterian services.  Having relocated from 
Houston to Seattle and then to Albuquerque, she 
and husband Phillip, both geologists, recently 
purchased a home in Placitas. Colleen has been 
attending LPPC, often with infant son Liam, since 
April of this year. She will join by letter of transfer 
from Spring Branch Presbyterian Church in 
Houston, Texas. 
 
Please seek out both Karen and Colleen and 
welcome them home! 
 
New Beginnings 
New Beginnings is a program for presbyteries and 
individual congregations to envision a new future 
for their churches. Launched by the PC(USA) 
Office of Church Growth, it is both an assessment 
and a process. It assesses the strengths and 
challenges of congregations. The follow-on training 
assists in gaining a realistic picture of resources for 
ministry, demographic strengths, potential for 
change, and potential for sustainable ministry and 
Christian witness within the community. 
 
On Saturday, November 9th, LPPC team members 
Yvonne B, Mickie F, Rhea G, Bill L, Sue M, and 
Tina T met with other team members from nineteen 
additional churches within our presbytery for the 
kickoff, “Come & See Event” held at Shepherd of 
the Valley Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque.  
 

New Beginnings was then explained to the LPPC 
Session during their November 12th meeting by 
Rev. Henry and Bill L who had previously attended 
the program presentation at Ghost Ranch. 
Following Session discussion, a motion was made 
and approved to pursue the New Beginnings 
Program. A meeting with LPPC program 
participants is planned for early December to move 
forward with the process.  
 
Find out more about New Beginnings at 
www.whatisourfuturestory.com 

~Bill L 
Clerk of Session 

 
 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Forum  
 
SUNDAY ADULT FORUM 
ADULT FORUM 
 
DECEMBER 15 & 22 
The Adult Forum on Sunday December 15 will read 
the annunciation story of Luke 1:26-38 and see 
how it has been interpreted visually by looking at 
images from different periods in the history of art.  
 
On Sunday December 22, we will do the same with 
the nativity story (Luke 2:1-20).  Please join us in 
the Upper Room. 
 

Beginning in January 
On January 12, the Adult Forum will feature 
"GLORY TO GOD!" a multi-week look at the new 
Presbyterian hymnal, Glory to God!  The new 
hymnal draws from many musical traditions -- 
traditional Reformed psalms and hymns, post-
Vatican II Roman Catholic music, contemporary 
Protestant, African American gospel and spirituals, 
revival/gospel songs, folk song settings, 
Pentecostal songs, Global and Ecumenical forms.  
The hymnal also includes a variety of other worship 
resources.   
 
The classes, held in the Upper Room at 9:15 a.m. 
on Sundays, will include a chance to sing, as well 
as to study and discuss the materials in Glory to 
God! as we familiarize ourselves with our new 
hymnal. 

~Ken Cuthbertson 
Parish Associate 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Bible Study will not meet during December.  We will 
resume again on Wednesday, January 8, 2014 and 

 
 

 

http://www.whatisourfuturestory.com/


continue the second and fourth Wednesdays, 10-
11:30am in the Upper Room.  We’ll continue our 
lively discussion of Genesis.  Everyone welcome! 
 

MONDAY NIGHT ADULT STUDY 
For the next few weeks we’ll be watching a series 
called "The History of Christianity: The Next Three 
Thousand Years."  It's a PBS series based on a 
book of the same name.  Join us at any time on 
Monday evening at 7pm in the Upper Room. 

 
~Karl G 

 
 

 

CHILDREN 
 

This has been a fun-filled  
fall for our children at LPPC. 
We have been busy with 
the regular Sunday School 
and with the Youth Group  
(grades 6 and up), who will be confirmed this year.  
We now have almost twenty regular and about five 
intermittent students in our program!  This makes it 
more fun for all! 
 
Under the direction of our choral director, Andrew 
Alegria, the children are getting ready for the 
Christmas Cantata on December 15th during the 
10:30am worship service.  Thanks to Ed G for 
making the CD copies of the music for the children 
to practice at home, and Sally G for organizing all 
the details for the rehearsals, the activities related 
to the program and coordinating with Andrew. 
 
On December 7th along with the Hanging of the 
Greens, children will be fitted with costumes, bake 
cookies, make ornaments and play games.  On 
Sunday, December 8th, from 12noon to 1:30pm the 
children will have lunch and then rehearse. 
 
In January, Karen F will teach the children about 
the true meaning of Epiphany.  Along with this will 
be fun activities and some of Karen’s delicious 
baked goods to help illustrate the season. 
 
So that we can get a good idea of how to better 
serve our youth and build our future program, we 
have given out registration cards requesting 
names, addresses, parents’ names and grade 
levels for each student.  If anyone has not yet 
turned in their card to the Sunday School teachers, 
we would greatly appreciate having them returned 
at your earliest convenience. 
 

The Sunday School teachers love their jobs, and 
we can always use extra help in the form of 
assistants in the classroom.  It’s important that we 
always have two adults in the classrooms and 
assistants provide that extra pair of hands to help 
with activities or with a particular child.  No training 
is necessary for our assistants—just a heart for 
helping children.  There is a signup sheet in 
Fellowship Hall so whether you can do it once or 
several times, we greatly appreciate your 
assistance! 
 
Looking forward to a great holiday season with the 
children!            

                                                        ~Meredith L 
Children’s Christian Education 

                            
               
Poinsettias will decorate the  
sanctuary on Sunday, December  
22nd through Epiphany.  Luminarias 
will decorate the church grounds 
on Christmas Eve.  If you would 
like to celebrate, honor or memorialize someone or 
some occasion, please fill out the order form found 
in the bulletin on December 1 & 8. 
 
Poinsettias are $10 each.  Luminarias are $10 per 
dozen.  If you are writing a check to LPPC, note 
“Poinsettias/Luminarias” on the memo line.  Place 
the form in the offering plate, or drop by or mail to 
the church office (867-5718).   
 

Please place your order by  
Monday, December 16th 

 
 
 

MEMBER PROFILE 
MICHAEL C 
 
Michael was born in  
Regensburg, Germany, when 
his Dad was stationed there. He attended eight  
schools from grades 1-12; mostly in the US but was 
back in Germany during the ages of 10-12. He 
graduated from Hannibal High in upstate NY on 
Lake Ontario. Before attending college, Michael 
built an A frame in the deep woods and lived there 
alone on family property in NY from ages 19-24. 
Then he attended Alfred Ag and Tech in NY 
concentrating on landscaping. Following this, he 
bicycled from Alfred to East Lansing, Michigan 
where he went to Michigan State University 
concentrating on Resource Management and 
Conservation.  

 

  

 

  

 



 
During his middle years, Michael moved around a 
lot. He moved to California for five years where he 
helped restore the Berkeley City dump into a 
beautiful place, then he emigrated to New Zealand 
where he lived for eight years. Part of that time he 
worked on a Danish fishing crawler and also lived 
in the Tui commune on the south island working in 
agriculture with his chain saw always at the ready. 
Then he lived in Denmark for six months doing 
ecology work for Gaia Trust working with ecological 
villages.  
 
His sister and brother in law lived in Placitas and 
when Michael came to visit he really liked it here. 
This is by far the longest he has lived in any other 
town or village in the world (ten years now). 
 
Michael has had a self-driven and variable career 
working with plants for forty years and learning 
about symbiotic soil microorganisms. He just 
realized that in his forty-five years of working life, all 
but six months have been outside. His favorite job 
was in 1986 when he was hired by the French and 
New Zealand governments to collect the seeds and 
root nodules of West Coast USA nitrogen fixing 
native plants. Another favorite job was working on a 
Norwegian deep sea trawler out of New Zealand in 
1988. They broke down 250 miles outside the 
Antarctic Circle – he enjoyed the makeshift defacto 
cruise for three weeks. 
 
Michael’s hobbies now include: bird feeding and 
watching, ants, clouds, climate change, writing and 
ecological restoration here in Placitas. 
 
His fifteen minutes of fame happened when 
Michael was on national TV during the time he was 
living in the woods. There were plans to build a 
nuclear power station close to Michael’s home in 
the woods. During a public meeting taking 
comments on the proposed nuclear power station, 
Michael stood up to give his testimony. He came 
with his very clean chain saw hidden in a burlap 
bag. He spoke about the nearby Pond Hundred 
through which the giant power lines were to be 
located and where the resident Great Blue Herons 
rookery was. This was a rare environment that was 
the stopping off place for hundreds of migrating 
Canadian Geese. He pulled out his chain saw while 
testifying and started it up, saying that the power 
lines make the sound of half of a chain saw sound  
and that when it was raining or snowing the lines 
make the sound of the full chair saw—as he ran his 
chain at its fullest. After turning it off, he said he 
didn’t think the birds would come there anymore.  

 
National media folks asked him to do the 
presentation again outside so they could film it, and 
the act was broadcast on the national evening 
news. This and other actions helped stop the 
nuclear power plant. 
 
If Michael could meet anyone in history or currently, 
he would like to meet a darn good girlfriend! 
 
His best trip happened three years ago when he 
went to the Republic of Tuva in southern Siberia for 
a month on an ecological reconnaissance trip. He 
plans to return in April 2014 or April 2015 to bring 
lots of vegetable and flower seed packets as well 
as a bunch of hand tools. 
 
Michael hopes to set up a very small laboratory 
here where he lives to document native soil 
microorganisms and multiply the important 
organisms to make inoculants for seed planting. 
 
If there was a fire, he could fit almost all he has into 
his pick-up truck.  
 
His five favorite things are: LPPC, the Internet, his 
chainsaw, wild birds and Sushi, 
 
His favorite part about attending LPPC is 
“Everything!  Absolutely everything!” 
 
Michael’s Village story is about a real old dog 
named Fred. They became fast friends. Fred lived 
about a half mile from Michael’s home in the 
Village. Sometimes Fred would walk down the hill 
to Michael’s home, stay overnight and Michael 
would drive him home in the morning. The last time 
Fred came to visit, it had snowed a couple of 
inches the night before. Michael wasn’t home so 
Fred laid down in the snow right next to the trailer 
door and then passed on. The snow was melted 
about three inches around his body. What a good 
dog was Fred! 
 
Michael uses about 30-40 gallons of water per 
week and does not heat or cool his adobe home – 
the adobe bricks keep him pretty warm all winter 
and cool in the summer.  One of Michael’s mottos 
is:  Doing the difficult is not a problem while doing 
the impossible takes a little longer. 
 

~Wendy I 
~Betty C 

 
 



Wildfire Possibilities and Ways to 
Protect Your Family & Property 
December 14 Workshop, 9 – 11:00am 

 
Placitas residents are invited to learn more about 
the potential dangers of wildfire to the area and 
what can be done to reduce its impact.  Come to 
Las Placitas Presbyterian Church on Saturday 
morning December 14.  Everyone is encouraged to 
become familiar with potential wildfire threats and 
the simple things to do to make homes and 
property less vulnerable to wildfire. 
 
At 9:00am the U.S. Forest Service will use a vivid 
three-dimensional computer simulation to show 
how quickly fire could spread in Placitas given 
different starting points and wind variables. A 
similar demonstration in March almost anticipated 
the location of the Piedra fire which started May 2. 
Mike Matush, an expert on forestry and thinning 
from the NM Surface Water Quality Bureau, will 
provide commentary on the various scenarios and 
share his experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At 10:00am retired forester George Duda’s 
informative and entertaining presentation on the 
hazards of wildfire and what homeowners can do - 
like thinning, pruning, brush removal and grass 
cutting - to reduce dangerous conditions on their 
property will be followed by a Q&A.  Mr. Duda, who 
worked for the U.S. Forest Service and NM State 
Forestry Division, is a member of many 
professional societies, and currently acts as the 
Forest Health Program Assessor for the Ciudad 
Soil and Water Conservation District.  
 
There will also be photos, information and 
testimonials from the five families in different areas 
of Placitas who now have an acre of defensible 
space, the Firewise term for reducing wildfire risk 
immediately around a home, thanks to their 

foresight and a grant. The pilot project, funded by 
the Coronado Soil and Water Conservation District, 
provided 50% of the cost for professional fuels 
reduction.  Come find out more from your neighbors 
about what you can do to reduce the potential 
impact of wildfire in Placitas. 
 
You can make a difference by helping us make 
Placitas fire wise. Check us out at our bimonthly 
gatherings between 10am and noon on Thursday, 
December 5 and 19, in the Upper Room at LPPC. 
 
Contact placitasfirewise@gmail.com or Vicki 
Gottlieb at 404-8022 for more info. 
 
Firewise is supported by the Earth Care 
Fellowship of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church. 
 

 
Cuba Update 
 
The Mission Committee would like to thank Mary & 
Karl Hofmann for the beautiful communion set they 
created and donated to our sister church, Sabinella, 
in Cuba. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We greatly appreciate the Hofmann’s contribution 
and the care and thoughtfulness that was put into 
the making of these  pieces. In addition, we thank 
Geri Escarcida for making the altar cloth that 
accompanied these communion pieces.  The 
Sabinella church was thrilled to receive them. 
 
The Mission Committee would also like to thank the 
members of our own congregation who willingly 
donated  to the  Cuba  trip.  The funds we collected 
during the Cuba Offering as well as the items we 
donated reached their destinations and were 
graciously received. 
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We hope to be able to share pictures from the trip 
when we receive them.  Thanks again for all the 
contributions that made this year’s event so 
successful! 

~Pat T 
The Mission Committee  

 

 
Worship Service/Event Cancellation 

and Church Closing Policy: 
 
Sunday worship services and other events will 
proceed as scheduled unless notice is given 
otherwise.  As always, if you feel you cannot safely 
proceed to an event, please make the best decision 
for you and your family. 
 
When Sunday Worship Services (or other 
church events) are cancelled due to inclement 
weather, it will be announced on KOAT channel 7. 
As soon as is possible, it will also be announced on 
the church voicemail message: 505-867-5718 and 
posted on the website:  www.lasplacitaschurch.org. 
 
On weekdays, the Church Office will close during 
business hours due to inclement weather according 
to the same guidelines as the Bernalillo Public 
Schools. (If the schools are on two hour delay, the 
office is on two hour delay. If the schools close for 
the day, the office is closed for the day.) Closings 
are announced on local TV stations via a runner on 
the bottom of the TV screen. You may also find 
information on closings at www.koat.com.   

 
 
 
 

Please join us in Fellowship 
Hall following worship on  
Sunday, December 1st.   
Anne Hays Egan’s new  
book, Moving Mama:  
Taking Care of Mother  
During her Final Years  
with Alzheimers, will be  
available and Anne will  
answer questions and sign 
books. This resource  
provides help to families  
facing one of the biggest  
trends of our age, and one  
of the most challenging tasks of their lives: caring 
for an elderly parent, spouse or other loved one.   
 
Read more http://movingmama.net/moving-mama/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 
PO Box 768, Placitas, NM 87043 

 

Rev. Drew M. Henry, Pastor 
E-mail: pastor@lasplacitaschurch.org  
 
Cory Franklin, Administrator  
505-867-5718 ~ lppcaa@lasplacitaschurch.org 

 

 

 

 

Read more 

http://movingmama.net/mo

ving-mama-the-book/ 
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DECEMBER Calendar Highlights 
 
Sun Dec 1 First Sunday of Advent  
  Communion 
  Early worship service, 8:30am  
  Adult Forum, 9:15am  
  Second worship service, 10:30am    

  Nursery provided; Sunday School 
  Fellowship follows this service 
 

Mon Dec 2 Monday Night Adult Study, 7pm 
 

Wed Dec 4 Jardineros de Placitas, 9am-12noon 
 
Sat Dec 7 Highway 165 Cleanup, 9am 
 
  Hanging of the Greens/Activities for  
  our Children, 9am-12noon 
 
Sun Dec 8 Second Sunday of Advent 
  Early worship service, 8:30am  
  Adult Forum, 9:15am  
  Second worship service, 10:30am    

  Nursery provided; Sunday School 
  Fellowship follows this service 
 
Session meets to welcome new  
members, 11:45am,  Upper Room 
 
Children’s Dress Rehearsal,  
12-1:30pm 
 

Mon Dec 9 Monday Night Adult Study, 7pm 
 

Sat Dec 14 Firewise workshop, 9am-12noon 
 
Sun Dec 15 Third Sunday of Advent 

Early worship service, 8:30am  
  Adult Forum, 9:15am  

Second worship service, 10:30am  
  Children’s Cantata is presented   
  Nursery provided—Sunday School 
  Fellowship follows this service 
 

Mon Dec 16 Monday Night Adult Study, 7pm 
 
Sat Dec 21 Blessings Day Distribution, 

Fellowship Hall 
 
Solstice Poetry Reading:  Luminous  
Night, 7pm, Sanctuary 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Sun Dec 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  Christmas Joy Offering  
  Early worship service, 8:30am  
  Adult Forum, 9:15am  

Second worship service, 10:30am    
  Service of Lessons & Carols 
  Nursery provided—Sunday School 
  Fellowship follows this service 
 

Tues Dec 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight  
  Service, 7pm 
 
Wed Dec 25 Christmas Day 
 
Sun Dec 29 First Sunday after Christmas Day  
  Christmas Hymn Celebration 

Single combined worship service,  
9:30am   
  Nursery provided—Sunday School 
  Fellowship follows this service 

 
Tues Dec 31 New Year’s Eve 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
 

Monday, December 23rd at noon 
 



 
 

Christmas at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 
 
 
 

December 1 – First Sunday of Advent – Communion is served    
8:30 and 10:30am worship services 

 
December 7 – Hanging of the Greens/Activities for our Children – 9am-12noon – Fellowship Hall 

 
December 8 – Second Sunday of Advent  
8:30 and 10:30am worship services    

 
December 15 – Third Sunday of Advent  
8:30 and 10:30am worship services  (The 10:30am service includes the Children’s Cantata.) 

 
December 21 – Blessings Day Distribution – 10am-2pm – Fellowship Hall 
 

 Winter Solstice Poetry Reading, "Luminous Night" – 7pm –Sanctuary 

 
December 22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – Christmas Joy Offering is received 
8:30 and 10:30am worship services  (At 10:30am is the Service of Lessons and Carols.) 

 
December 24 – Christmas Eve at Las Placitas – Candlelight Service with Communion, 7:00pm 

  Refreshments in Fellowship Hall following service.  Poinsettias will decorate the  
  sanctuary; Luminarias will decorate the church grounds. 
 
 Church Office is closed. 

 
December 25 – Merry Christmas!  ¡Feliz Navidad!   

     
December 29 – First Sunday after Christmas 
9:30am – Single Combined Worship service (Christmas Hymn Celebration) 

 
December 31 – New Year’s Eve – (Tuesday)  

  Church Office is open. 
 
 



Luminous Night
Winter Solstice Poetry Readings by Candlelight 

All are invited

Saturday, December 21, 7 p.m. 
Las Placitas Presbyterian Church

Except for the rare cloudy night
And the nights we get to dance
With our moon shadows
On most nights
We still have the opportunity
To look up
At a sky full of stars.

—Jim Fish

Ten poets from the Southwest and beyond each read a poem  
to the light of a single burning candle. 

Between readings, a short interlude of silence  
provides a moment of contemplation.

Afterwards, meet and chat with this year’s readers  
over refreshments in the fellowship hall.

The Winter Solstice readings are a regular offering of the Earth Care Fellowship at LPPC 

and The Partnership for Earth Spirituality, as part of the Earth Vespers series. 

Questions? Call John Green at 867-0240, or email jogreenalb@gmail.com 

Directions at www.lasplacitaschurch.org
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